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Favorites in your browsers 

 ,com, .biz, .org, etc – what do they 

mean 

 

 

RECEIVE FM RADIO 
ON YOUR CELL PHONE 

 

What if you lose use of your cell 

phone in an emergency, such as if 

nearby cell towers go down, or the 

entire cell system is down? 

 

The answer is that many newer cell 

phones have FM chips that allow 

them to receive FM radio signals so 

that you can use the phone as a radio 

even if the cell system doesn’t work. 

 

Four conditions have to be met in 

order to use your cell phone to receive 

FM radio signals. 

 

1. Your cell phone must have an FM 

chip installed.  Many newer 

phones have this chip, although 

no all.  For example, Apple has 

left the chip out of some of their 

phones, including the iPhone 8. 

 

2. Your cell phone carrier must 

activate the FM chip in their 

system.  I have been unable to get 

a full list of what cell carriers 

have activated the chip, although 

it appears that Sprint and Verizon 

have done so.  If you are using a 

different cell phone carrier, call 

them to find out if they have 

activated FM chips, and if so, 

does it include your particular 

make & model of phone. 

 

3. Your phone, like any radio, must 

have an antenna.  It turns out that 

many phone manufacturers have 

left the FM antenna off of their 

phones in an effort to keep them 

thin and trim– that’s a big oops!  

They get around this by allowing 

the user to insert a set of 

headphones (earbuds) into the 

phone, which acts as the antenna. 

 

4. You will need a radio app.  The 

NextRadio app is free and seems 

to be one of the first of the radio 

apps.  There are other radio apps 

available. 

 

So, I decided to test the system.  

Since, according to my internet 

research, my Samsung S7 has an FM 

chip and Verizon has activated it, I 

downloaded the NextRadio chip. 

 

All went well, until I tried to listen to 

a radio station, at which time the 

NextRadio app let me know that I 

needed to insert the headphones into 

the phone.  So I dug around for some 

earbuds – I have several in a plastic 

box, but only seem to use them when 

traveling such as on an airplane…but I 

digress.  Anyway, with the earbud’s 

wires still folded and secured with a 

twist-tie, I plugged them into the 

phone and voila, I was listening to FM 

radio. 

 

I used the black earbuds that came 

with the phone, but haven’t tried other 

earbuds, though I suspect that any 

earbuds will work. 

 

I did, however, have to make 2 

choices when I started the NextRadio 

app.  I had to click to turn on the 

speakers, and I had to turn off 

streaming. 

 

Streaming?  Yes, the app can receive 

FM radio stations through your 

cellular system rather than through 

FM radio waves.  I’m not certain why, 

but it might be there as an option to 

use if your favorite radio station 

doesn’t have a good signal where you 

are.   

 

However, the point of this is piece is 

to let you know that, in a disaster and 

the cell system is down where you are, 

you may have the option of getting 

emergency info over the phone.  Of 

course, you can listen in your car or 

home, but you might not be there. 

 

 

TAKE CONTROL OF 
YOUR LIFE 

 

For a computer geek I'm pretty lax 

about checking my texts, voicemail, 

and so forth.  I might say that it is just 

my rebellion against the multiple 

means of communication that want me 

to check multiple email accounts, 

texts, instagrams from my daughter, 

phone voicemail., ad nauseum, every 

few minutes. 

 

More accurately, technology is a good 

slave but a bad master…so I choose to 

use communication tools on my terms. 

If someone really needs to contact me 

urgently they will call me, not send 

me an email or text message, or post 

something on a social media. 

 

Since the internet and cell phones 

didn’t really take off until the early 

1990s, if you are under 25, you 

probably don’t remember a time when 

you had to find a phone or phone 

booth (yeah…one of those things that 

Dr. Who uses (his TARDIS) for 

traveling through time and space, and 

there was no such thing as texting, 

emails, social media, etc…just the 

wired telephone and snail mail. 

 

Modern communications technology 

is a great tool, but you don’t need to 

drop everything when someone tugs 

on your wireless chain. 

 
 

IMPROVE YOUR  
INTERNET BROWSING 

 

Some websites are easily 

readable…and some are not.   

 

When I see a website with blue script 

on a black background, it is essentially 

unreadable, although the person(s) 
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who designed the website apparently 

thought it was great.  Well, there is not 

a whole lot you can do about that.  

Fortunately, such websites are not 

very common. 

 

What is common, however, are 

websites with fonts so small that you 

need a magnifying glass to read the 

print.  Now THIS IS something you 

can easily change. 

 

In an internet browser, whether it is 

Chrome, Firefox, Edge or even Safari 

if you have an Apple machine, you 

can easily change by the simple 

expedient of holding down the <Ctrl> 

key with a finger of your left hand and 

tapping the plus (+) or minus (-) key 

with your right hand.   

 

 Each time you use the Ctrl & Plus 

<Ctrl+> key combination the web 

page will become larger.  Keep 

tapping <Ctrl+> until it is a nice 

readable size.   

 

 Conversely, the Ctrl & Minus) 

<Ctrl-> key combination makes 

the website incrementally smaller 

with each use. 

 

Note that if you are using Safari, it is 

the <Command> key instead of the 

<Ctrl> key, so the combination is 

<Command> & <Plus or Minus> 

 

This also works when viewing PDF 

files. 

 

Another also…if you use Word, you 

can zoom the screen display larger or 

smaller, without affecting the 

document itself, or how it will print 

out.  In the bottom-right of Word there 

is a slider that can be used to make the 

viewed document appear larger or 

smaller.  There is also a zoom in the 

menu although the slider is faster to 

use. 

 

 

QUICK FIX FOR 
SIDEWAYS SCREEN 

 

I have recently received several phone 

calls from client, noting that the image 

on their computer screen is rotated 

sideways and asking for a fix.  This is 

an easy fix. 
 

Use the <Ctrl+Alt> key combination 

and tape one of the arrow keys on 

your keyboard to rotate the image on 

the screen.  Which arrow key you tap 

seems to change with different 

computers or versions of Windows, 

but one of them will work.   

 

Essentially, this is a shortcut that 

switched your screen’s orientation 

between the normal landscape mode 

and the rarely used portrait mode. 

 

Why?  The only reason I can think of 

is if you are using a notebook 

computer and want to temporarily 

hold the screen in portrait mode.  

There are some monitors that actually 

rotate, but they usually automatically 

switch modes when you rotate the 

screen. 

 

 

SYNCHRONIZE YOUR 
BROWSERS 

 

One of the problems with having 

different internet browsers is that the 

Favorites or Bookmarks are always 

different – since each is saved only in 

that browser.  But there is a solution. 

 

Xmarks has been around a long time, 

and most recently appears to have 

been purchased by LastPass, which is 

a good thing. 

 

If you don’t have more than one 

internet browser on your computer, 

you should, even if you only keep it as 

a backup in case your favorite browser 

goes haywire and you need to get to a 

website to fix it.  So, assuming that 

you so, just go to www.xmarks.com 

and in each of your browsers you 

download & install the Xmarks 

extension.  You will need to take out a 

(free) Xmarks account which you will 

use to sync each of your browsers. 

 
 

.COM, .BIZ, .ORG 
WHAT DO THEY MEAN? 

 

Domain names are the unique 

identifiers of internet presences.  For 

example, my domain name is 

coastalcomputercare.com and 

nobody else can use it as long as I 

have it registered.   

 

But what do the suffixes mean?  Why 

do most end with .com but some end 

in .gov  .biz   .org   .ar and so forth? 

 

The suffixes are intended to identify 

the type of domain.  When you see a 

website or email ending in .gov you 

assume it is a governmental 

organization of some type.  Here is a 

rundown of what the most common 

suffixes are intended to represent: 

 

.BIZ a business firm 

.GOV a government  

.NET a communications firm 

.ORG an organization 

.COM pretty much everything else 

 

Also, some suffixes represent the 

country of origin, such as .ar for 

Argentina, .fr for France, etc. 

 

The use of domain suffixes is not 

regulated, so my domain could have 

any of these suffixes.  In fact, .biz is 

probably most representative for my 

business.  I could also use .gov or .org 

although that would be grossly 

misleading…but I could do it. 

 

So if you go to www.ca.com you 

might not be at the California 

governmental website, but 

www.ca.gov is a good likelihood that 

you are there. 

 
 

This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 

Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 
need professional computer support or tutoring.  

If you are not currently a client but wish to 

receive this free newsletter, send me a request 
via email and I’ll be happy add you to the 

distribution list 

 
Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 

information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  

The recommendations are made in good faith 
and are believed to be reliable and safe. CCC 

cannot, however, foresee every possibility and 

assumes no responsibility for any problems that 
may be encountered as a consequence of the 

recommendations.  Always backup your 

computer and make sure that System Restore is 
set to On. 
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